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Why would someone want to ban books?

According to some evangelicals, certain books should be banned due to “sexually explicit” and
“violent” language. Proponents of this viewpoint argue such books should not be present in schools,

because they can expose children to ideas only adults should be able to consider. If religion motivated book
banners really cared about inappropriate language, they wouldn’t have their own children read the bible,

given the prevalence of sexually explicit, graphic, and violent language.

What is the point of this zine?

I argue evangelical and religion driven book banners do not care about sexually explicit language,
and, instead, find their basis in homophobia, transphobia, racism, ableism, and sexism. Ironically, the very

thing their prophet preached against. This is not a revolutionary argument, but I am approaching it a
different way.

Each blocked poem you will find here was created from a page of the king james version of the bible,
and aims to show, not tell, the inconsistencies of book banners. I will demonstrate how, at the most granular

level, any series of words and topics, when stripped of context, has the potential to be turned into
something incendiary. No matter how well intentioned. No matter who said it.

Even God.
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A Word Occurrence Breakdown

whore: 76
seduce: 9
rape: 54
murder: 49
kill: 249
sin: 1565
blood: 469
defile: 131
circumcise: 92
foreskin: 14
beaten: 40
bondage: 40
evil: 776
profane: 50

This is a breakdown of how many times
each of these words were mentioned in the

bible. Are you wondering the context these were
used in? The overall message? Sure, sin was

mentioned over a thousand times, but how many
times was love used?

These are all valid questions, and I would
agree. Individual words do not make a book. It
is how they are woven together that tells the full

story. No book should be judged on
occurrences of words, or the presence of

profanity, without the whole message being
taken into account.
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Final Note

My blocked poems have stripped a holy religious text of all meaning. You likely would be shocked, if I had
not told you, that these block poems even came from the bible. I do not believe the bible should be
banned. I think there is something for everyone to learn from any book. But, when you take a book,
violently shred it into bloody bits of prose and break the bones of its meaning, of course you will
fear it rather than understand it.

Context matters. Intention matters.

Some of the stories I blocked out were beautiful ones; stories of peace, forgiveness, and love. But you
wouldn’t know that, because I forced you to focus on what I wanted you to see. I’ve read the bible, and I
know its good and its limitations. I wonder if book banners can say the same of what they wish to
destroy.

Rather than letting hackles rise at the word “queer”, “gay”, “gender”, or “race”, think instead about the
deeper meaning that could be present. All books can be misrepresented; all books deserve a chance.

All books should be free.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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