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The Brooklyn Homesteaders
Union is a movement to occupy
abandoned or undeveloped
houses / apartment buildings.
These buildings are being
hoarded by real estate
monopolies, or left to ruin by
the state. In the midst of a
housing crisis and rising rents
with no end in sight, it is both
an act of survival and protest
to squat these buildings.

We can't count on the city,
politicians, or even protesting
to house people. We have to do
it ourselves.
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What is the Brooklyn
Homesteaders Union?

The BHU is a mission statement and
manifesto for any affinity group,
community, or collective that wishes
to recruit others for the purpose of
squatting a building. It is a network
of people who will help each other
establish and protect squats. There is
no central union or leader, only
solidarity between squats and
affinity groups. Each union is
autonomous, but all Homesteaders
Unions support each other through
mutual aid. The goal is to create a
community of squatters across the
borough who will support each other,
and to get allies to support them.

How To Form an Affinity Group
crimethine.com/zines/how-to-form-an-
affinity-group
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How to Squat

There are many resources for how to
squat buildings - which will be
included on the back - but the main
principle is to find an abandoned
building, enter it, begin rebuilding it,
and occupy it. In NYC, there are a
group of housing laws known as
“squatters rights.” The short of it is
that if you've been collecting mail at
a residency for 30 days, they can't
foreibly evict you without a court
order. If you've been making
improvements and documenting it,
then you have a better case. It's best
to talk to past squatters with
experience to get a better
understanding of how to squat,
rebuild, and occupy buildings. You'll
need a group of people to help you in
all steps along the way. Squatting is a
communal activity.
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A Very Brief History of
Squatting in NY!

In the 70s and 80s, landlords torched
or abandoned buildings they viewed as
unprofitable. The state took control of
these buildings, and they were left to
rot, Artists, activists, and gwaa.
people began to clear them out and
rebuild them. Communities came
together o rebuild themselves. Squats
like ABC No Rio, Bullet mmgp and
Squat were dedicated o the arts and
music. In the mid 90s, the city tried to
crackdown on these squats but
thankfully a few survived.




